
15A NCAC 03O .0503 PERMIT CONDITIONS; SPECIFIC 

(a)  Aquaculture Operation Permit and Aquaculture Collection Permit: 

(1) It shall be unlawful to conduct aquaculture operations using marine and estuarine resources 

without first securing an Aquaculture Operation Permit from the Fisheries Director. 

(2) It shall be unlawful: 

(A) to take marine and estuarine resources from Coastal Fishing Waters for aquaculture 

purposes without first obtaining an Aquaculture Collection Permit from the Fisheries 

Director; 

(B) to sell or use for any purpose not related to North Carolina aquaculture marine and 

estuarine resources taken pursuant to an Aquaculture Collection Permit; or 

(C) to fail to submit to the Fisheries Director an annual report, due on December 1 of each 

year on the form provided by the Division of Marine Fisheries, stating the amount and 

disposition of marine and estuarine resources collected under authority of an Aquaculture 

Collection Permit. 

(3) Aquaculture Operation Permits and Aquaculture Collection Permits shall be issued or renewed on 

a calendar year basis. 

(4) It shall be unlawful to fail to provide the Division with a listing of all designees acting pursuant to 

an Aquaculture Collection Permit at the time of application. 

(b)  Atlantic Ocean Striped Bass Commercial Gear Permit: 

(1) It shall be unlawful to take striped bass from the Atlantic Ocean in a commercial fishing operation 

without first obtaining an Atlantic Ocean Striped Bass Commercial Gear Permit. 

(2) It shall be unlawful to obtain more than one Atlantic Ocean Striped Bass Commercial Gear Permit 

during a license year, regardless of the number of Standard Commercial Fishing licenses, Retired 

Standard Commercial Fishing licenses, or assignments. 

(c)  Blue Crab Shedding Permit: It shall be unlawful to possess more than 50 blue crabs in a shedding operation 

without first obtaining a Blue Crab Shedding Permit from the Division of Marine Fisheries. 

(d)  Coastal Recreational Fishing License Exemption Permit: 

(1) It shall be unlawful for the responsible party seeking exemption from recreational fishing license 

requirements for eligible individuals to conduct an organized fishing event held in Joint or Coastal 

Fishing Waters without first obtaining a Coastal Recreational Fishing License Exemption Permit. 

(2) The Coastal Recreational Fishing License Exemption Permit shall only be issued for recreational 

fishing activity conducted solely for the participation and benefit of one of the following groups of 

eligible individuals: 

(A) individuals with physical or mental impairment; 

(B) members of the United States Armed Forces and their dependents, upon presentation of a 

valid military identification card; 

(C) individuals receiving instruction on recreational fishing techniques and conservation 

practices from employees of state or federal marine or estuarine resource management 

agencies or instructors affiliated with educational institutions; and 

(D) disadvantaged youths as set forth in 42 U.S. Code 12511. 

For the purpose of this Paragraph, educational institutions include high schools and other 

secondary educational institutions. 

(3) The Coastal Recreational Fishing License Exemption Permit shall be valid for the date, time, and 

physical location of the organized fishing event for which the exemption is granted and the 

duration of the permit shall not exceed one year from the date of issuance. 

(4) The Coastal Recreational Fishing License Exemption Permit shall only be issued if all of the 

following, in addition to the information required in Rule .0501 of this Section, is submitted to the 

Fisheries Director, in writing, at least 30 days prior to the event: 

(A) the name, date, time, and physical location of the event; 

(B) documentation that substantiates local, state, or federal involvement in the organized 

fishing event, if applicable; 

(C) the cost or requirements, if any, for an individual to participate in the event; and 

(D) an estimate of the number of participants. 

(e)  Dealer permits for monitoring fisheries under a quota or allocation: 



(1) During the commercial season opened by proclamation or rule for the fishery for which a dealer 

permit for monitoring fisheries under a quota or allocation shall be issued, it shall be unlawful for 

a fish dealer issued such permit to fail to: 

(A) fax or send via electronic mail by noon daily, on forms provided by the Division of 

Marine Fisheries, the previous day's landings for the permitted fishery to the Division. 

The form shall include the dealer's name, dealer's license number, date the fish were 

landed, permittee's or designee's signature, date the permittee or designee signed the 

form, and species-specific information as listed in Parts (e)(2)(A), (e)(3)(A), (e)(4)(A), 

and (e)(5)(A) of this Rule. Landings for Fridays or Saturdays shall be submitted on the 

following Monday. If the dealer is unable to fax or electronically mail the required 

information, the permittee shall call in the previous day's landings to the Division; 

(B) submit the required form set forth in Part (e)(1)(A) of this Rule to the Division upon 

request or no later than five days after the close of the season for the fishery permitted; 

(C) maintain faxes and other related documentation in accordance with 15A NCAC 03I 

.0114; 

(D) contact the Division daily, regardless of whether a transaction for the fishery for which a 

dealer is permitted occurred; and 

(E) record the permanent dealer identification number on the bill of lading or receipt for each 

transaction or shipment from the permitted fishery. 

(2) Atlantic Ocean Flounder Dealer Permit: 

(A) In addition to the information required in Part (e)(1)(A) of this Rule, the form to record 

the previous day's landings of Atlantic Ocean flounder shall include the permit number, 

number of vessels used for harvest, and the pounds harvested. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for a fish dealer to allow vessels holding a valid License to Land 

Flounder from the Atlantic Ocean to land more than 100 pounds of flounder from a single 

transaction at their licensed location during the open season without first obtaining an 

Atlantic Ocean Flounder Dealer Permit. The licensed location shall be specified on the 

Atlantic Ocean Flounder Dealer Permit and only one location per permit shall be allowed. 

(C) It shall be unlawful for a fish dealer to possess, buy, sell, or offer for sale more than 100 

pounds of flounder from a single transaction from the Atlantic Ocean without first 

obtaining an Atlantic Ocean Flounder Dealer Permit. 

(3) Black Sea Bass North of Cape Hatteras Dealer Permit: 

(A) In addition to the information required in Part (e)(1)(A) of this Rule, the form to record 

the previous day's landings of black sea bass north of Cape Hatteras shall include the 

permit number, number of vessels used for harvest, and the pounds harvested. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for a fish dealer to purchase or possess more than 100 pounds of 

black sea bass taken from the Atlantic Ocean north of Cape Hatteras (35° 15.0321' N) per 

day per commercial fishing operation during the open season unless the dealer has a 

Black Sea Bass North of Cape Hatteras Dealer Permit. 

(4) Spiny Dogfish Dealer Permit: 

(A) In addition to the information required in Part (e)(1)(A) of this Rule, the form to record 

the previous day's landings of spiny dogfish shall include the permit number, number of 

vessels used for harvest, and the pounds harvested. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for a fish dealer to purchase or possess more than 100 pounds of 

spiny dogfish per day per commercial fishing operation unless the dealer has a Spiny 

Dogfish Dealer Permit. 

(5) Striped Bass Dealer Permit: 

(A) In addition to the information required in Part (e)(1)(A) of this Rule, the form to record 

the previous day's landings of striped bass shall include the permit number, number of 

tags used by area, pounds harvested by area, and for the Atlantic Ocean, type of gear used 

for harvest. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for a fish dealer to possess, buy, sell, or offer for sale striped bass 

taken from the following areas without first obtaining a Striped Bass Dealer Permit 

validated for the applicable harvest area: 

(i) the Atlantic Ocean; 



(ii) the Albemarle Sound Management Area as designated in 15A NCAC 03R 

.0201; or 

(iii) the Joint and Coastal Fishing Waters of the Central/Southern Management Area 

as designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0201. 

(C) No permittee shall possess, buy, sell, or offer for sale striped bass taken from the harvest 

areas opened by proclamation without having a valid Division of Marine Fisheries-issued 

tag for the applicable area affixed through the mouth and gill cover or, in the case of 

striped bass imported from other states, a similar tag that is issued for striped bass in the 

state of origin. Division striped bass tags shall not be bought, sold, offered for sale, or 

transferred. Tags shall be obtained at the Division offices. The Division shall specify the 

quantity of tags to be issued based on historical striped bass landings. It shall be unlawful 

for the permittee to fail to surrender unused tags to the Division upon request. 

(f)  Horseshoe Crab Biomedical Use Permit: 

(1) It shall be unlawful to use horseshoe crabs for biomedical purposes without first obtaining a 

permit. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for persons who have been issued a Horseshoe Crab Biomedical Use Permit to 

fail to submit an annual report on the use of horseshoe crabs to the Division of Marine Fisheries, 

due on February 1 of each year. Such reports shall be filed on forms provided by the Division and 

shall include a monthly account of the number of crabs harvested, a statement of percent mortality 

up to the point of release, the harvest method, the number or percent of males and females, and the 

disposition of bled crabs prior to release. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for persons who have been issued a Horseshoe Crab Biomedical Use Permit to 

fail to comply with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Interstate Fishery 

Management Plan for Horseshoe Crab. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Horseshoe Crab is incorporated by reference including 

subsequent amendments and editions. Copies of this plan are available via the Internet from the 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission at http://www.asmfc.org/fisheries-

management/program-overview and at the Division of Marine Fisheries, 3441 Arendell Street, 

P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, NC 28557, at no cost. 

(g)  Permit for Weekend Trawling for Live Shrimp: 

(1) It shall be unlawful to take shrimp with trawls from 9:00 p.m. on Friday through 12 noon on 

Saturday without first obtaining a Permit for Weekend Trawling for Live Shrimp. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for a holder of a Permit for Weekend Trawling for Live Shrimp to use trawls 

from 12:01 p.m. on Saturday through 4:59 p.m. on Sunday. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for a permit holder during the timeframe specified in Subparagraph (g)(1) of 

this Rule to: 

(A) use trawl nets to take live shrimp except from areas open to the harvest of shrimp with 

trawls; 

(B) take shrimp with trawls that have a combined headrope length of greater than 40 feet in 

Internal Coastal Waters; 

(C) possess more than one gallon of dead shrimp (heads on) per trip; 

(D) fail to have a functioning live bait tank or a combination of multiple functioning live bait 

tanks, with aerators or circulating water, with a minimum combined tank capacity of 50 

gallons; or 

(E) fail to call the Division of Marine Fisheries Communications Center at 800-682-2632 or 

252-515-5500 prior to each weekend use of the permit, specifying activities and location. 

(h)  Pound Net Set Permit: The holder of a Pound Net Set Permit shall follow the Pound Net Set Permit conditions 

as set forth in 15A NCAC 03J .0505. 

(i)  Scientific or Educational Activity Permit: 

(1) It shall be unlawful for institutions or agencies seeking exemptions from license, rule, 

proclamation, or statutory requirements to collect, hold, culture, or exhibit for scientific or 

educational purposes any marine or estuarine species without first obtaining a Scientific or 

Educational Activity Permit. 

(2) The Scientific or Educational Activity Permit shall only be issued for collection methods and 

possession allowances approved by the Division of Marine Fisheries. 



(3) The Scientific or Educational Activity Permit shall only be issued for approved activities 

conducted by or under the direction of Scientific or Educational institutions as defined in 15A 

NCAC 03I .0101. 

(4) It shall be unlawful for the responsible party issued a Scientific or Educational Activity Permit to 

fail to submit an annual report on collections and, if authorized, sales to the Division, due on 

December 1 of each year, unless otherwise specified on the permit. The reports shall be filed on 

forms provided by the Division. Scientific or Educational Activity permits shall be issued on a 

calendar year basis. 

(5) It shall be unlawful to sell marine or estuarine species taken under a Scientific or Educational 

Activity Permit without: 

(A) the required license for such sale; 

(B) an authorization stated on the permit for such sale; and 

(C) providing the information required by 15A NCAC 03I .0114 if the sale is to a licensed 

fish dealer. 

(6) It shall be unlawful to fail to provide the Division with a list of all designees acting under a 

Scientific or Educational Activity Permit at the time of application. 

(7) The permittee or designees utilizing the permit shall call the Division of Marine Fisheries 

Communications Center at 800-682-2632 or 252-515-5500 no later than 24 hours prior to use of 

the permit, specifying activities and location. 

(j)  Under Dock Oyster Culture Permit: 

(1) It shall be unlawful to cultivate oysters in containers under docks for personal consumption 

without first obtaining an Under Dock Oyster Culture Permit. 

(2) An Under Dock Oyster Culture Permit shall be issued only in accordance with provisions set forth 

in G.S. 113-210(c). 

(3) The applicant shall complete and submit an examination, with a minimum of 70 percent correct 

answers, based on an educational package provided by the Division of Marine Fisheries pursuant 

to G.S. 113-210(j), demonstrating the applicant's knowledge of: 

(A) the application process; 

(B) permit criteria; 

(C) basic oyster biology and culture techniques; 

(D) shellfish harvest area closures due to pollution; 

(E) safe handling practices; 

(F) permit conditions; and 

(G) permit revocation criteria. 

(4) Action by an Under Dock Oyster Culture Permit holder to encroach on or usurp the legal rights of 

the public to access public trust resources in Coastal Fishing Waters shall result in permit 

revocation. 
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